The Association of Coloproctology of Great Britain and Ireland

Guidelines for the Approval of a Consultant Post

With a Special Interest in Coloproctology

In the Job Description there should be evidence of the following activities within the Trust.

· The Trust must be recognised as an Approved Unit or Centre for the treatment of colorectal cancer

· Regular MDT meetings at which all new cases of colorectal carcinoma are discussed

These should be attended by the colorectal surgeons, clinical oncologists and/or medical oncologists, radiologists, pathologists, clinical nurse specialists and an MDT clerk.  Although not essential, attendance at such meetings by gastroenterologists and colonoscopists should be encouraged.  There should be arrangements in place for seeking the opinion from Regional Genetic Departments and Palliative Care Medicine.  Arrangements for pre and post operative adjuvant treatments (including radiotherapy) should be made at such meetings.

· Evidence of close working relationships with gastroenterologists, expert diagnostic radiologists and pathologists for the management of patients with inflammatory bowel disease and other colorectal disorders.

· Evidence of support from clinical nurse specialists including stoma nurses.

· Participation in or availability of an expert diagnostic and therapeutic colonoscopy service.  Such a unit should be JAG accredited.

Where the following are not available within the Trust there should be evidence of established working links with a named centre offering the service.

· Anorectal physiology for the investigation of patients with incontinence and pelvic floor disorders.

· Specialised radiological techniques such as endoluminal ultrasonography and defaecating proctography.

· Where it is considered that the throughput  of specialised or complex cases, such as ileoanal pouch procedures or sphincter repairs, may be insufficient to allow the appointee to develop or maintain the necessary skills, there should be evidence of a working relationship with an appropriately situated named centre offering such a service.
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